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A PLAIN STATEMENT. 



BY A PLAIN MAN. 
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In no uncharitable or unchristian mood do I approach the 
record of the recent unfortunate events which have occurred 
in our city ; but it is due to all our citizens that the cause of 
the shedding of blood in our streets should be placed upon 
record, so that no sophister can gainsay it by specious logic ; 
and if it is chargeable to the neglect or incapacity of public 
officers in the discharge of their duties, let the blame attach 
to them ; or wherever it belongs, be it to the civil or tmili- 
taiy authorities. 

The public mind is impressed with the conviction that the 
blood of those killed in Cooper Street, on the night of the 14th 
ultimo, is chargeable to the inefficiency of the executive de- 
partment of the City Government. If this is an error it 
should be corrected. His Honor the Mayor is the real head 
of the Police force, and upon his orders they act or abstain 
from acting ; and he is accountable for their inaction on Tues- 
day night the 14th ult. ; and when the friends of His Honor 
claim prominence for him at the expense of others, more 
prompt and able than himself, and who have seen service, it 
is proper that facts, " plain and unvarnished" should be stated, 
and I will so state them, and " nothing extenuate or aught set 
down in malice." 

On Tuesday, the 14th of July, early in the day, a distribu- 



ting officer named Howe, from the Provost Marshal's office, 
Fourth District, proceeded to Prince Street to serve notices 
upon the drafted men there, when, upon placing a notice in 
the hands of the wife of a conscript, she used abusive lan- 
guage to him, he replying thereto. Angry words passed b^ 
tween them, and the whole population of the neighborhood 
was up in arms, consisting, as is usual at that hour of the day, 
mostly of women and children. They joined in the abuse of 
the officer, who foolishly continued to bandy words with the 
woman, until she sttcick him in the face. The Police arrived, 
and with some of the parties started for the Station House on 
Hanover Street, the crowd following and remaining in the 
street after the parties went in. At this point all farther 
trouble might have been prevented by prompt action on the 
part of His Honor the Mayor. The police force had been 
largely augmented by the constant arrival of policemen from 
the several stations, who filled the Station House, where they 
remained, inside, entirely inactive, and thus many precious 
hours were lost. The knowledge of the presence of so large 
a number of the police, excited the curiosity of those outside, 
and their numbers continued to increase. The policemen them- 
selves wondered they were thene at all, but being there they 
wondered more that they were not ordered to clear the street, 
which they could have done easily up to the time of the arri- 
val of the troops from the Fort, at the Cooper Street armory. 
Thus it was that for hours the ftiry of the mob was fed by 
this ill-judged inaction on the part of somebody. Long pre- 
vious to this His Honor the Mayor had been notified of the 
existing state of things ; but he did not make his appearance. 
The captain of the station sought for instructions at the cen- 
tral office, but neither His Honor the Mayor nor his Chief 
w^te to oe found. Even at the late period of 7 P. M. had 
His Honor the Mayor been present to read the Riot Act, and 
order the mob to disperse, as the law requires him to do, Car- 
der would have been at once restored, the police present could 
have forced the gathering back, and cleared the street, but for 



the want of orders from some legally recognised head. The 
services of this large Police body, consisting of one third of 
all the Police force, were lost for many hours. Truly delays 
are dangerous. 

Upon the arrival of the troops firom the Fort under the 
*' State requisition," the mob followed them to Cooper Street, 
which up to this moment had been quiet. Upon the passage 
of the troops into the armory, and the closing of the armory 
doors, the street was left full of noisy, purposeless, men, wo- 
men and children, without any leading spirit or object. At 
this point, again, had His Honor the Mayor, or any civil mag- 
istrate, been present, and given the Police orders, they would 
have cleared the street upon the instant. But I regret to say 
again His Honor the Mayor was not present, nor did any al- 
derman or civil magistrate present himself to act in the prem- 
ises. Every thing seemed at loose ends. A few fearless, de- 
termined policemen could have quelled and quieted every ri- 
otous demonstration made up to 8 o'clock. At this time the 
mob appeared to have no special grievance or object in view ; 
no allusions to the hardships o^ the draft were made by them ; 
no wrongs were complained of; no special acts of violence 
were proposed ; no concert of action was had ; the number of 
fiill grown men was small ; and not one in twenty probably were 
liable to the draft ; nor do I think they knew one had taken 
place — two thirds of them up to this time being women and 
children — but like all masses brought together without any 
definitive aim, they surged to and fro like the waves of the 
ocean. They seemed to be prompted more by a love of ftm 
than a desire for serious mischief. 

At about this time Lt. Sawin, in passing alone through the 
mob towards the armory, was hustled, and I am told seriously 
injured, and taken into the armory, no decisive efibrt being 
made by the civil power to subdue or quell this senseless riot. 
It spread like lava from Vesuvius to all the surroundings. — 
They seemed full of daring hilarity, hooting, hallooing, and 
pouring in all the missiles they could lay their hands on ; but 
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no one was seriously injured by them up to this time, except 
Lt. Sawin. No mayor or other civil magistrate seemed likely 
to arrive, and it was judged by some that " fears for their pei>- 
sonal safety" kept them away. They imagined thousands of 
" men in buckram" assembled, eager for blood ; they consid- 
ered " discretion the better part of valor" and absented them- 
selves. No Riot Act was read, and alas ! for the gathering, 
they remained, were fired upon from an artillery piece, un- 
conscious of the preparation to do so — the discharge being 
made through the closed doors of the armory — and several 
men and youths were ushered into the presence of their Ma- 
ker^ with "all their imperfections on their heads," and their 
sins unatoned for. 

The fearful responsibility rests somewhere ; and I believe, 
upon my conscience, that this loss of life is attributable solely 
to the lack of fitness, eflBciency and nerve, upon the part of 
those of the civil authorities, whose duty was made imperative 
by Statute Law, and under penalty, to be present and order 
the riotous assemblage to disperse, and to direct the movement 
of the Police force. No better* Patrol Police can be found in 
any city in the country than Boston can boast of. This has 
long been acknowledged, and all that was wanted upon this 
occasion, was some directing spirit equal to the emergency. — 
The Police, under the direction of an efficient Mayor, would 
have bearded the lion in his den on the 14th, and immediately 
have restored order ; thus relieving the military from an odi- 
ous and to them always distasteful duty — that of dispersing 
unlawfiil gatherings, when it may become necessary for them 
to fire upon the citizens. 

An hour or more after the firing, it is said, the mayor was 
at the armory, brought there by some of his friends, but it 
was too late. Death had its victims, the mob had left Ten 
hours had passed since the mayor was notified of the threat- 
ened danger, and told that unless the civil authorities interpo- 
sed, and dispersed the ^collection in Hanover Street, serious 
trouble would ensue. He did not present himself until his 
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tardy visit to the armory. I believe no life was taken at the 
other points of the assembling of the rioters ; although had 
they succeeded in their attack upon Read's store, the result 
would have been fatal, doubtless, to many. 

At this point, so near the Central Police Statioil, the mayor 
could not be fouijd ; but the papers state that, two nights after 
he remained there nearly ail night. No civil magistrate con- 
nected with the City government made liis appearance ; no 
cordial understanding seemed to exist between the city offi- 
cials ; they seemed to " take counsel of their fears ; " their 
absence could be accounted for in no other way ; and but for 
the timely arrival of Sergeant Dunn, with his squad of Police, 
the consequences would have been more seriously disastrous ; 
the mob would have been armed with every variety of weap- 
on, thus adding to their ability to do greater mischief. Ser- 
geant Dunn's action and opportune arrival was not through 
orders frond any superior officer, but were the promptings of 
his own good judgment, as I am informed. Jle certainly de- 
serves to be termed " energetic." 

In the incipient stages of this aflPair, so disgraceful to our 
city, so lamentable to the famihes of the killed, proper orders 
and prompt action on the part of the mayor would have op- 
erated like the timely bucket of water thrown upon the just 
kindling flame caused by the torch of the incendiary, quench- 
ing the fire and staying the threatened conflagration. Com- 
pare the movements of His Honor Mayor Lincoln upon this 
occasion with that of two former mayors of Boston, upon two 
similar occasions. At" the time of the Tin Pot Riot, so call- 
ed, in North Street, in 18 — , *Josiah Quincy, senior. Mayor, 
appeared upon the spot, — as was the mayor's duty then and 
now — with his night-watch, aided by a detachment of Boston 
truckmen in white frocks, and reading the Riot Act, he dis- 
persed the rioters, and quiet was at once restored. Although 
this mob was preconcerted and organized, it had no fears for 
him. 

And later, at the Broad Street Riot, in 1837) the Hon. 
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Si. A.. EKot^ Mayor, Appeared at the scene ©f the riot, MOdNT* 
tD^ im charge of his * Police force aiid the National Lane^^^ 
then jnst organized,. The first thing he did was to read the 
Eiot Act, and ordered the rioters to disperse. He suppressed 
the disturbances and dispersed the mob in a few hours after 
his arrival by his own orders, and under his own eye, and 
good order was restored. These occurrences took place under 
the observation of the writer^ who took a humble part in one 
of them, and as a Bostonian he feels pride in carrying back 
his memory to the recollection of the firmness and manly 
bearing of these noble specimens of true manhood. 

In looking this matter over, and having helped place the 
mayor in po^er, I decline to express an opinion on the conduct 
of Mayor Lincoln in this emergency, but will leave others to 
jw^e e&ch for himself where lays the blame*. By whose in- 
efficiency has the fair fkme of our good city been tarnished by 
a senseless mob ? I have come to the conclusion -*- 

1st. That the cftiziens of Boston are loyal to the Constitu- 
tion, the Union, and the Laws ; and there was no intention 
Oft their |)art to i*esist the draft oh the 14th ult. The trouble 
was all caused by the weak imaginings of the mayor and his 
advisers. 

2d. V«ry few of those engaged in th6 riot at its beginning 
had any knowledge of the draft, being mostly women and 
children, as is shown by the testiniidny. 

8d. It was: an accidental gathering without object, with no 
reference to the draft as its cause, as lite use of a little commtm 
^ense would have ^labled the authorities to have seen, and it 
is a libel upon ail our cittzens to «tate to the contrary. 

4th. Had the City authorities displayed as much aeal in 
discharging their kgiiimate dvic chties with their Police force, 
as they did in mustering tnx)ps no riot would have disgraced 
our city beyond that, at noon day, on Hanover Street 
^1 5th. The unnecessary call ^ troops by the Mayor, and 
their unfortunate appearance in Cooper Street, was the sole 
cause Gi the gathering of the mob there, as well as the shed- 



ding of blood , the rush to the gun stores was a natural conse- 
quence after the firing. 

As a native of the North End — *a North End mechanic — 
bom aad reared near the birth-place of Paul Reysbe, the 
Boston Pateiotic Mechai^ic of Revolutionary memory 
wbose name is known and honored everywhere, I ask my fel- 
low citizens to read the testimony taken before the Coroner's 
jury of an inquest held upon the body of the inoflFensive old 
man, Currier, 73 years of age, who had no enemy to harm or 
molest, (me of the victims of the unpardonable »upinene8s of 
the civic authorities on the night of July 14th, and then judge 
for thenMclves, 

Capt. Jones testified that be received a requisition from 
His Honor the Mayor, directing him to assemble his company 
forthwith at the armory, and there wait further orders. This 
was received at noon. Occupied the afternoon in preparing 
ammunition and arranging the battery for service. Was out 
and in the armory several times during the afternoon. * About 
'7 o'clock in the evening noticed that the crowd / had previ- 
ously seen in Hanover Street was congregating around Coop- 
er Street and North Margin Street^ I then gave orders that 
no soldier should leave the armory, my object being to avoid 
too much notice. Information came to me that troops were 
outside waiting admission. Opened the doors and admitted 
them. They proved to be two companies of Heavy Artillery 
under the command of Major Cabot. After the troops had 
entered the armory Major Cabot and myself attempted to ad- 
dress the crowd ; the increased tumult drowned our voices, — 
We returned to the armory, when Major Cabot ordered the 
guns charged and shotted. Lieutenant Sawih was brought 
in about tibds time badly beaten. When the soldiers were re- 
turning with him they were pmrsued by the mob, and one of 
them cut upon the head. The soldiers answered this attack 
by the discharge of fire arms ; the mob continued to throw 
missiles, and it was apparent they were about to enter. Maj. 
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Cabot gave the order to fire, and the gun was discharged 
through the armory doors. 

Patri.ck Gould. Resides at No. 35 Cooper Street* The 
military came down Cooper Street at about 7 o'clock ; a crowd 
was following them from the direction of Salem Street ; the 
crowd was composed mostly of women and boys ; the military 
entered the armory linmolested, with the exception of some 
eight or ten of the last files, who were pelted by the boys. 
The crowd increased, and I should think reached some one 
hundred and fifty. I was told they were agoing to tear every 
thing down and bum the buildings. \ forced them back, lock- 
ed the door, and placed a plank against it. At this time there 
was not much of a crowd in firont of the armory. 

Albion A. Hapgood testifies — I was at tlje gun house in 
Cooper Street on the evening of the 14th of July ; the mili- 
tary came in at about 7 o'clock ; was there before that time ; 
tiiere was no crowd ahoiU when I went in; they assembletl af- 
ter the military came, following them to the gun house ; when 
the military came back with Lt. Sawin, they entered at the 
North Margin Street door ; the military fired just before they 
entered, and these were the first shots I heard. After this the 
crowd continued to throw stones against the building ; I heard 
no discharge of fire-arms efiier this in the street ; it was a half 
hour or three quarters oi an hour after this the cannon was 
fired ; there was no firing from the street, though it continued 
from the armory at times. 

OrFiCER Currier, lives at 23 Cooper Street. Went to the 
armory at about six o'clock, on duty to pass the members in 
and out. At about 7 o'clock two companies of military from 
Fort Independence came to the armory, and entered it from 
Cooper Street ; the doors were then closed, and I heard win- 
dow glass broken by stones or bricks thrown by sm^all boys. 
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The boys continued throwing stones on Cooper Street and 
North Margin Street, and kept on breaking windows ; 9aw wo 
(yne hut boys throw stones ; brickbats and stones were showered 
upon the soldiers ; they were thrown by hoys and youths. It is 
my opinion my father was shot from the outside, but he might 
have been accidentally shot by some one inside. I noticed 
him standing nes^rly behind the gun, and behind a file of sol- 
diers which flanked it ^ three or four minutes before the gun 
was fired I saw him standing in the position described. After 
the discharge of the gun I found him dead in the rear of the 
building where he had been carried by some soldiers. 

Testimony on the arraignment of Campbell and three oth- 
ers,' for murder of Currier before Judge Wright. 

Ora May, "Jr. testified he was in the neighborhood of the 
armory in Cooper Street, on the evening of the 14th of July ; 
there was a, large crowd of children there firing bricks. 

Geo. W. Talbot, testifies he passed by the armory not far 
from eight o'clock ; saw glass broken over the door ; heard no 
guns fired, but saw a crowd of youngsters firing bricks and 
breaking out a large circular window over the armory door ; 
particularly noticed a little girl, 10 or 12 years old^ throwing 
bricks and stones ; some of the youngsters seemed so small as 
to be unable to reach the object they were throwing at ; pass- 
ed twenty minutes later when there was a large crowd, and 
many girU were stiU throwing stones and bricks; afterwards 
saw twenty or thirty persons running up Endicot Street ; met 
the crowd afterwards when it had increased much larger, near 
one himdred. 

Now I desire to ask, dan any person of common understand- 
ing suppose for one moment, that this collection, classed by 
the witnesses who here testify, as " children firing bricks," 

"a crowd of youngsters breaking glass," '* A LITTLE GIRL, 
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10 or 12 TEARS OLD THROWING BRICKS AND STONES," ^' SOMTB 
OF THE YOUNGSTBUS BO 8M!AIX AS TO BE UNABLE TO REACH 

THE OBJECT AIMED AT»" could not have been dispersed by an 
eaergetie Police officei* with a dozen men, witbomt a mililajry 
force, and without difficulty ? Where was the mayor's con* 
fidence in the character and '^ efficiency of our own Po- 
lice ? Why didn't he order them to act ? and at the proper 
time ? and thus prevent rather than anticipate the emergency 
arising when it would be necessary to call upon a military 
force to aid them, and thus sustain the fair fame of our city, 
too precious to be tampered with by timid hands. The odium 
of a mob now rests upon us. I ask, if but for the incompe- 
tency of the Executive head of the City government would 
such odium attach to us ? 

On review of the testimony the facts appear to be substan- 
tially as before stated, during the forenoon of the 14th of Ju- 
ly. A war of words took place between a woman, said to be 
the wife of a conscript, and a distributing officer, from the 
Provost Marshal's office for the 4th district. These parties 
were taken to the station house — a mob collecting on the way 
there, and remaining in front of the station house on Han- 
over Street. The mayor was informed of this at noon, as 
appears by Capt. Jones's testimony ; and, instead of making 
any attempt to disperse them, by appearing in person, or by 
his Chief of Police, or by some aldermen, or other civil mag- 
istrate, upon the ground, be did nothings with his Police^ made 
no attempt to check the gathering by civil power, as was his 
duty to do. (See General Statutes, chapter 164.) It is for 
the civil authorities to take care of the people. If they caii- 
not do this they are incompetent to take care of themselves or 
protect others. 

The mob remained quietly and good humoredly, cracking 
their jokes with the passers by, up to 7 o'clock in the evening, 
evidently without any ^ecific object." Neither of the Provost 
Marshals were disturbed, nor were they or the draft alluded 
to. 
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The qaei^on now arises— -wli^^ was the Mayor? where 
the civil magistrates ? and where the Police ? and echoes an- 
swers where ? It is said the mayor was drumming up the 
troops, that taking council of his fears, he nervously imagined 
he foresaw an opposition to the government draft, because 
some women and children had collected in one of our streets, 
and had been allowed to remain there unmolested for hours, 
and had been joined by a dozen men, who upcm the appear- 
ance of his £[onor with a dozen deterramed Policemen, would 
have gone quiedy to their homes, No indicatiosi of violence 
was shown until the arrival of the troops in Cooper Street. 
After the mob had been fired upon, they became infuriated, 
and no thanks to the Mayor that we did not have a carnival 
of rioting. 

No Chief of Police is alluded to in the testimony, and none 
could have been present during the afi^Qmoon without having 
been seen. Late at night after the mischief had been done, 
which an ounce of prevention at the proper time would have 
avoided, His Honor the Mayor, urged by some friends, visited 
the scenes of the riots in charge of a squad of mounted troops 
either as an escort or a guard of honor. I don't know in 
which capacity they acted. And in this connection I wish to 
say, so far as I know or have heard, there seems to be but one 
opinion entertained by our citizens as to the conduct of all the 
military, so needlessly called upon by the Mayor to their great 
inconvenience, annoyance and mortification, and that opinion 
is one of commendation and admiration for their strict disci- 
pline, orderly conduct, attention to duty, and quick obedience 
to all orders. The oflBcers know their duty, and having been 
called upon were determined to perform it ; but they knew 
nothing of the cause or necessity of the call ; their incentive 
was, duty, duty, and they were prompt and ready to per^ 
form it. 
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Citizens of Boston : — You have been placed in a wrong 
position. You are not disloyal. The government at Wash- 
ington must understand that no gpposition to them or the Con- 
scription Act was threatened or intended It was a chance 
mob, without aim, which proper men and proper measures 
would have quieted in thirty minutes, occurring as it did at 
noon-day. 

Fellow Citizens : — By this statement, and by the testimony 
before the Coroner's jury, and a perusal of the laws, you can 
but be convinced that this disgrace has been brought upon our 
people by a want of capacity, want of good judgment, and of 
good sense. 
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GENERAL STATUTES. 
Chapter 166. 

Sect. 1. If any persons, to the number of twelve or more, 
being armed with clubs or other dangerous weapons ; or if any 
persons to the number of thirty or more, whether armed or 
not, are unlawfdlly, riotously or tumultuously assembled in 
any city or town it shall be the duty, of the Mayor and 
Aldermen of said city, (and other officers named,) to go 
AMONG the persons SO ASSEMBLED, or as near them as he 
may with safety, and in the name of the Commonwealth 

COMMAND ALL THE PERSONS SO ASSEMBIIED, IMMEDIATELY, ^D 
PEACEABLY TO DISPERSE. 

Sect. 3. If any Mayor, Alderman, (or other officers 
named,) having notice of any such riotous assembly, m the 
city or town in which he lives neglects or refuses immedi- 
ately TO PROCEED TO THE PLACE OF SUCH ASSEMBLY, Or aS near 

thereto as he can with safety, or omits or neglects to exer- 
cise THE AUTHORITY WITH WHICH HE 18 INVESTED by this 

chapter, for suppressing such assembly, and for arresting and 
securing the offenders, he shall be punished by fine not 
exceeding three hundred dollars. 

Sect. 6. When any armed force is called out to suppress 
a tumult or riot, or to disperse ajiy body of men acting togeth- 
er by force, and with intent to commit a felony, or offer vio- 
lence to persons or property, or with intent by force or violence 
to resist or oppose the execution of the laws of the State, ar- 
rives at the place of such unlawftd or tumultuous assembly, 
they shall obey such orders for suppressing the riot or tumult, 
and for dispersing and arresting all persons who are commit- 
ting any of said offences as they have received fi-om the Gov- 
emor or any Judge of a court of record, or* the Sheriff of the 
county, and also such orders as they there receive from any 
two magistrates or officers before mentioned. 
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Sect. 4. If any persons who are so riotously or unlawfiilly 
assembled, and who have been commanded to disperse as 
before provided, refiise or neglect to disperse without unneces- 
sary delay, any two of the magistrates or officers before 
mentioned, may require the aid of a sufficient number of per- 
sons, IN ARMS or otherwise, as may be necessary ; and shall 
proceed in such manner as in their judgment is expedient, 
forthwith to disperse ^nd suppress such assembly, and seize 
and secure the persons composing the , same, so that they may 
be proceeded with according to law. 
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